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UM NAMES FIRST FIVE MCNAIR SCHOLARS, SEEKS MORE APPLICANTS
MISSOULA The University of Montana—Missoula is looking for a few good scholars to round out its
first group of participants in a picstigious new program.
The McNair Scholars Program, new to UM this year, has selected five outstanding students
to launch the program and hopes to find another ten scholars from throughout Montana by the end
of the academic year, UM McNair Program Director Larry LaCounte said.
Funded by a five-year Department of Education grant of nearly $1 million, the McNair
program aims to increase the number of doctoral students — and ultimately professors — from
underrepresented ethnic groups and from low-income backgrounds. The program pairs promising
undergraduates with faculty mentors who help them reach their post-graduation goals.
U M ’s first five M cNair Scholars are Kathleen Bailey of Hamilton. Beth Duda of Troy,
Ignacio Mendez of Bavamon, Puerto R ico. Sarah Schlichtholz of Madison. W ise., and Dennis
Tyrell of Kalispell.
Bailey, a UM junior majoring in business education and communication, plans to pursue a
doctorate in business education. Her mentor is curriculum and instruction Associate Professor
Billie Herrin.
Duda, a sophomore microbiology major, has been paired with biological sciences Professor
George Card to pursue research in microbiology and virology.
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English major Mendez, a junior, is working with linguistics Visiting Instructor Nancy
Mattina. He is pursuing the direct and indirect ways in which the English and Spanish languages
influence philosophical, religious and habitual thought and behavior.
Schlichtholz, a senior geology major, will research geological extinction boundaries with
the help of his mentor, Professor George Stanley.
Tyrell, a junior in social work who is researching social programs and policies on the Fort
Peck Indian Reservation, has been teamed with Professor Bob Deaton.
Each student will receive a $2,400 stipend for a summer research project plus funding for
incidental research costs. The mentor relationship will continue throughout each scholar’s studies
at UM, from designing a research project through selection of a graduate school and finding
financial aid for attending that school.
The point, said LaCounte, is to help talented low-income and minority students receive the
research opportunities, support and confidence they need to reach their post-graduate goals.
"Ultimately, this should help to enable a more diverse faculty and thus bring a broader
perspective to Montana life," said LaCounte, a member of the Turtle Mountain Chippewa Tribe.
"If students don’t see their own people in a particular profession, they don’t see that as a realistic
possibility for themselves. And it’s equally important for our social structure for the majority
population to be served by non-majority professors."
Two-thirds of McNair Scholars must be first-generation college students whose households
meet federal low-income guidelines. The other third need not be first-generation or low-income,
but must be Native American, Hispanic or African-American.
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All scholars must have a cumulative grade-point average of at least 3.0 and must have
completed at least 60 semester credits before starting the program. All successful applicants must
be committed to completing a post-baccalaureate degree that would qualify them to teach at a post
secondary institution.
For more information on the McNair Scholars Program call LaCounte, 243-4907.
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